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MEMORANDUM. FOR ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY (M&RA)

ASSISTA~'T SECRETARY OF THE. ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE Am FORCB CMRAI&E)

SUBJECT; M~~ifica~jon of Pediatric Blood Lead Screening Program
. . "

References.:' Offi'c'~'orihe Secretary ofDef'ense Memoral\dum, "Lud.BD.s~d Paint (LBP) -
Assessment ofri~k, Associated Health Risk in Children, and CQntro1 of Hazards

I in I?oD Housing and Rclated Structures." 24 NOY 1992 . .

I In 1992, ~s.pai't 0£115 compr~h~nsiv~ LBP program, DoD iniliated'universa] screening for
lead poisoning of8.11 children at the Limc ofth~ 12 month well-baby visit. Accumulated screening
data now show ~:v~rylow overall prevalence ofpediatnc lead poisonlng'in,DoD's beneficiary

population:" Tho'reference is currently undergoing a complete revision. In'the interim, tho DoD
policy for the mandato1)' universal assessment or children for lead poisoning is modificd.

. ,. ,. c .
Effcct1ve..j~mediately, the conunanding officer of a medical treatme:nt facUity (MTf) may

suspend r°':1tine unlversa~~ ~d- screening ofJow risk Infants (as deftn.ed by the reference) .

provided tho folloWing conditions have been mat: " :

. .. ? ,-. '; . . '.
(1) Largo numbers or percentages ofchlldrcn ha.vo be~n scroencd In the communIty

served by .the MT~and found not to have elevated blood lead levels. The number-or percentagc
. ". '.".. , " .

of children screened from the at.risk population servcd by the MTF must be of sufficient size to
be representatlv6 of. and to make a reasonable inference about. the conunlJnity served. .

Epiden-Jologists' or olh'er public hcalth professionals should be consulted i(the local medical.
facility lacks the' 'statistical expertise to makc this dctennination. .

'... .
(2) - The percentage of childrcn scrccncd from the at.ris~ community population and found

. '. , .
nQ1 to have .clev.ated blood lead levels m~1st bc ~ 98% (an elevated blood lead level is defined as ~
10 ~tsldL):' "" .:" ..::~ ,; . ..:- . .'.

. .' '.' ... I " ,. .
. . . . y' .'. .:. ... .

(3) 'The::a.~l?is~on to suspend screening for a given MTF must be based on local.' .

community data.only, Thc loca! community is dcfincd as the catchment area for the MTF " Date.
for multiple MTfs. m~y not be aggrcgated into largcr "communitics",. .., .. . .,,/..,., . . ..'. .. - " . . . .

(4). A declGion by a MTF to suspend univcrsal screening based on:the ab'pve critcria does
not precludethe;~~Tt:Jrom continuing to screen rolltil1cly cl1ildrcn living i.n specIfic loc~1es within
the catchment area wnere c!lildrcl1 tcl1dcd to have elcvalcd blood !aad levels in the past.
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Assessfncent of risk for lead exposure m~ still be perfo~ed b~ a..qu~tlQMa1re
adminiatc!cd by health care providers as required by reference (a). Tho abo...~ modification of
mandatory ,blood 1'ead sCreening should not be interpreted, and musl not bo wed, to preclude,
proscribe, or. 8Ub8i1~jo',for any diagnostic or therapeutic decision of a cOmpetent health taro
provider C:ORcCmiiig childhood lead poisonint;. This policy pertains only to the assessment of risk. . ""
for expoauroto enViroiunentalload and to tho routine screening of children for possiblo lead
polsonlngby~ bloo~ t~d delennlnation. It must not be used to limit or const~at~ clinical. decisionsh1 the care rel:\der~to'pur patients. '.' :, .

. ..'~ ,-to".~: ':'.'. '.~. ' ~ ."" ,

'The Servj~s mtlst maintain a listing of the MTFs which have suspended universal
screening I,nd i~ct~~~ this listing with the annual report currently required by~.rereren~e (a);
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